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n SSC lead on development of alternative 
(using SUN Subcom); Council reviewed and 
established in FMP 

n Four level process to describe methods for 
deriving ABC

n Specific criteria for each level

n SSC determines to which level a stock 
belongs (Levels 1-4)

ABC Control Rules



Level  OFL Distribution Mids Stock 
Assessments in Each

1
Produced by stock assessment model  and 

used as is; all relevant sources of uncertainty 
characterized; probabilistic

None

2

Comes from stock assessment model, but with 
some adjustments made by assessment 
workgroup; some relevant sources of 

uncertainty missing; probabilistic
Summer flounder, scup, 

tilefish, surfclams, 
bluefish, butterfish, 

spiny dogfish
3

Produced by SSC based on best  information 
available; substantial gaps in information 
about stock; probabilistic, but may apply 

75% of F(MSY) as default

4
Not available; substantial gaps in information 

about stock; ad hoc types of control rules; 
failed assessment

Black sea bass, squids, 
Atl. mackerel, ocean 

quahog
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ABC Control Rule Methods
n Top three levels utilize an explicit combination of an 

overfishing limit (OFL) dist. and probability of overfishing (p*)
n E.g., 25% prob. of overfishing @ ABC = 71 million lbs
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ABC Control Rule Methods
n Width and shape of distribution (CV) affects what ABC is 

associated with a specific probability of overfishing.  
n 25% prob. of overfishing @ ABC = 92 million lb

Coefficient of Variation (35%),
OFL = 100 mil lbs
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• Alternative 5D. Payback Scaled to B/Bmsy

Stock Status Payback

B/Bmsy > 1 0

1 > B/Bmsy > 1/2
Scaled to 
B/Bmsy

BSB:  12,700/12,978, 
Overage coefficient = 0.04

B/Bmsy < 1/2 1:1
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